Numbersin Hebrew

Most Hebrew text today usesthe digits O, 1, 2, 3... 9 to represent numbers. However, religious or
biblical text and calendars in Hebrew usually use the traditional form which uses Hebrew letters
as numeric values.

For example; the number 1 is written with the first letter X. The second letter 2 is 2, etc. up
through v for 9.

OGP wWDNPRE
Javux
QO VWO ~NO®

1

Beginning with the tenth letter » for 10, the next 9 letters advance in steps of 10. So the eleveth
letter[d is 20, 9 is 30, etc.

10 » 60 ©
20 > 70 Y
30 7 80 9
40 n 90 X
50 ) 100 P

Beginning with the number 11 (%) multiple letters are used, e.g. 10 + 1 = 11. The values of
each letter are added together. Note that the position of the letter doesn't matter, although they
are usually written from largest to smallest. Of course that means from right to left.



10 > 15 o

11 N 16 W
12 17 »

13 » 18 ™
14 T 19 v

Exception. The numbers 15 or 16, or those ending in 15 or 16, would be expected to be written
as 1 (yud-hey) (10+5) and v (yud-vav) (10+6), but the letters mn> spell out the name of God
and for religious reasonslh» andl} are not used. Instead, by convention, Y0 (9+6) and Y0 (9+7)
are used.

The last four letters of the alephbet, P, 9, ¥ and N represent 100, 200, 300 and 400 respectively.
SO TOWN represents 764 (400 + 300 + 60 + 4).

100 7 600 M
200 9 700 vn
300 v 800 mn
400 n 900 PMN
500 PN 1000 N

Thousands are represented by the same letters as the unit values, with an appended ‘. For
example, NN =5,280. A space often separates thousands, millions, etc. The pattern for
numbers 1-999 is repeated for each thousand from 1,001- 999,999.

Representative numbers are included in the table:



18 m 1,100 P'N

36 P, 1,345 YN
72y 2,000 !
144 TP 2,478 nym'a
212 M 3,800 nn'y
256 M 4,356 NY'n
454 TN 5,767 Yown'n
512 PN 43,560 OO0
715 OWN 100,016 WP
1024 TN 115,789 LOVNOP

When using letters for numbers, there is the possibility of confusion as to whether a string of
lettersisaword or a numerical value. Therefore, when numbers are used with text, " punctuation
mark(s) are added to the letter group to indicate their numerical meaning. Single character
numbers (numbers less than 10) add the punctuation character ' after the numeric character.
‘Larger numbers insert the punctuation character ' before the last %haracter in the number. For
examples, 2" eggs are in adozen; ¥'ownN (400+300+60+7=5767") isthe current year on the
Hebrew calendar.

1. It may be difficult to distinguish a number embedded in text (and therefore followed by|:'|) that is less than 10,
from several thousand of the same amount. They are both written as a single letter followed by ' (e.g. ‘N =5 or
5,000).

2. The 5000 is generally dropped on calendars and so the year 5767 (23 September 2006 - 12 September 2007) is
written as 767 or YOWN.



